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must be furnished to identify specific
shipments.

[58 FR 53889, Oct. 19, 1993]

§ 101–40.206 Household goods carriers’
liability.

The GSA tender of service (TOS)
agreement and the carriers’ applicable
tariffs establish the carriers’ minimum
liability for the loss of or damage to
Government employees’ household
goods transported in conjunction with
this subpart. A value exceeding the es-
tablished TOS or tariff minimum may
be declared on the bill of lading, but
the carrier will charge a valuation fee
for each $100, or fraction thereof, of
such higher declared valuation. Em-
ployees should be fully informed as to
the extent the Government will be
monetarily responsible for the trans-
portation of household goods, the dif-
ferences in standard liability under
Government and commercial bills of
lading, the steps necessary to increase
or decrease the carriers’ liability, and
the relative advantage the employee
would have under the Military Per-
sonnel and Civilian Employees’ Claims
Act of 1964 (see § 101–40.207(b)) when the
employee chooses to declare a valu-
ation that either exceeds (in which
case, the employee is liable for an ex-
cess valuation charge) or does not ex-
ceed the TOS or tariff minimum.

(a) When a Government employee’s
household goods are shipped under a
GBL via carriers participating in the
GSA Centralized Household Goods
Traffic Management Program, the TOS
agreement establishes the carrier’s
minimum liability for loss or damage,
and the carrier’s tender or tariff pre-
scribes any additional charges for
which the Government may be respon-
sible relative to that liability. In the
absence of an employee’s written re-
quest for a valuation that exceeds the
minimum liability specified in the TOS
agreement, all GBLs should be anno-
tated to show the minimum liability
specified in the TOS agreement. If an
employee requests the agency to de-
clare a valuation that exceeds the TOS
minimum, the agency will enter the
declaration on the GBL, pay the car-
rier the valuation fee (if applicable),
and collect the fee from the employee.
Should the employee’s request for in-

creased valuation be made after the
GBL has been tendered to the carrier
but before the shipment has been
picked up, the employee should not
make a separate arrangement with the
carrier for increased valuation. In-
stead, the employee should notify the
GBL issuing officer of the valuation de-
sired, and request that the original
GBL be amended on Standard Form
1200, Government Bill of Lading Cor-
rection Notice. (See § 101–41.4901–1200.)

(b) When a Government employee’s
household goods are shipped under the
commuted rate system, the employee
makes all arrangements for moving
his/her household goods, and is reim-
bursed to the extent provided in the
commuted rate schedule. If the em-
ployee chooses to have his/her house-
hold goods transported by a commer-
cial carrier, the shipment will move on
a commercial bill of lading. The car-
rier’s tariff establishes the standard
level of carrier liability when the ship-
per fails to declare a value on the bill
of lading, prescribes the options the
shipper has for increasing or decreasing
the carrier’s standard liability, and
sets the valuation fee payable when the
declared value exceeds the minimum
carrier liability for which no valuation
fee applies. To limit the carrier to the
minimum liability and avoid having to
pay a valuation fee, the shipper must
annotate the bill of lading in accord-
ance with the provisions of the tariff.

[53 FR 4623, Feb. 17, 1988]

§ 101–40.207 Household goods loss and
damage claims.

(a) Claims for loss and damage to
household goods will normally be filed
and processed with the line-haul car-
rier; i.e., the carrier to which the
household goods were tendered and
which is shown on the bill of lading as
having received the shipment. Depend-
ing on agency policy, claims for the re-
pair, replacement, or loss of household
goods may be filed by either the agency
or the employee (as owner of the
goods). When the employee files the
claim, the agency or the appropriate
GSA regional office will furnish the
employee necessary assistance in claim
procedures.

(b) Under 31 U.S.C. 3721 (the Military
Personnel and Civilian Employees’
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